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Li Sacrifice, Shang Sacrifice and the Sacrificial Intention of

Guoshang and Lihun

Cao Shenggao

Abstract: The Zhou Dynasty had a seven—sacrifice system, where the king sacrificed to Taili, the feudal lords sacrificed to Gong-

li, and the high officials sacrificed to Zuili, in order to offer sacrifices to those without descendants. The Shang ritual was used to sacri-

fice those who died before the age of 20, making them attached to their ancestors for food. Both of these were ways to give the souls a

place to return to and prevent them from causing trouble. Soldiers who died in battle were not buried in the ancestral graveyard, but

were buried together and offered sacrifices. Chu had a god of Li, as well as Wuyi, who was in charge of soldiers who died in battle,

both of which allowed the dead soldiers to be offered sacrifices and have a place to return to. Judging from the Li and Shang sacrifice

system, Guoshang should be a public sacrificial ceremony held by Chu for its soldiers who died in battle, in order to appease their

souls. According to the concept of soul and spirit in Chu and Han, for immortals, the soul and spirit are integrated, while for ordinary

people, their souls and their spirits are scattered. Therefore, Lihun should be a song for soothing the soul, used for sacrificing the

dead, and it should be an attached song to Guoshang, not a song for sending off gods.

Key words: Li sacrifice; Shang sacrifice; Guoshang; Lihun; sacrificial intention
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