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The Power of the Network and the Network of Power .

On the Production of Power of Online Platforms
Tang Jingtai Feng Shaowen

Abstract : Online Platforms link the major actors in modern society and gather many types of social resources, becoming an un-
precedented super—medium with profound effects on power production and social power patterns. Based on the rich ways of shaping and
controlling digital networks, platforms hold four forms of power, including network access power, network regulation power, network
control power, and network construction power. In order to connect individuals, organizations, resources and ideas in the broader digital
network, the online platforms strengthen the content control power, data control power and market domination power through vertical
development ; strengthen the organization and integration power of various resources and capital through horizontal development; and
strengthen the behavior regulation power and cognitive influence through multiple development, thus constructing a three—dimensional
power network. Platform power has the characteristics of traditional media power in terms of technical power, organizational power and
cognitive power, but also shows new attributes such as network, intelligence and supranationality. The power possessed by the online
platform stems from its irreplaceability as a digital infrastructure in a deeply mediated society, which is the inevitable result of the medi-
atization of the infrastructure and the infrastructure of the media.

Key words: online platform; power; mediatization; digital infrastructure
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