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“The Differentiation of Words and Meaning " and

the Generation of Meaning in Classical Hermeneutics

Zheng Wei

Yang Caidan

Abstract; “The differentiation of language and meaning” almost encompasses all the concepts of ancient language symbol cogni-

tion, as well as almost all the experiences of ancient people on how to understand, experience, and speak the world, thus laying the i-

deological foundation of Chinese classical hermeneutics. In the history of ancient academic thought, the core of the “distinction between

language and meaning” was the issue of the existence mode of meaning, which established the methodological characteristics of classi-

cal hermeneutics. It not only provided people with basic experience in dealing with textual issues, but also transformed the interpretive

behavior itself from a reductive “hermeneutic” activity to a process of “reading” towards the construction and opening up of the world

of meaning through the classics, thus inspiring a metaphysical hermeneutic meaning of being.

Key words : differentiation of language and meaning; distinguish between name and reality; hermeneutics; Jiejing; reading
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