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The Relationship Between the Colors of Han Dynasty Textiles Unearthed

in Hexi and the History of the Silk Road
Wang Zijin

Abstract : During the reign of Emperor Wu of Han, four counties in Hexi were established, and after the opening of the Western
Regions Road, the historical and cultural significance of the Silk Road became even more significant. The investigation of the specific
methods of Silk Road trade in the Han Dynasty was limited due to a lack of information, making it quite difficult to advance. By combi-
ning the unearthed Han bamboo slips with the excavated relics, we can gain an understanding of the Central Plains textiles in the folk
market of the Hexi region, which can enhance our understanding of the economic and cultural functions of the Silk Road at that time.
The history of dyeing fabrics made in the Central Plains was known as “silk picking” or “silk picking”, serving the upper class society
and meeting the needs of foreign regions through trade and other means. The sale of clothing by soldiers was a special form of the flow
of Central Plains fabrics to Hexi during the Han Dynasty. The unearthed Han bamboo slips and the physical materials obtained from the
excavation of Han Dynasty sites can confirm the relevant phenomena. Through archaeological excavations at the Fengsui Site, it can be
inferred that these colorful textile products are unlikely to have been used by the soldiers themselves and have the nature of trafficking
in goods from “distant countries” , compared to the Han Dynasty system where “princesses, nobles, and concubines were married and
dressed in brocade and silk, and twelve colors were used” and “special advancement, marquis, and other brocade and silk, and twelve
colors were used”. The Han bamboo slips also confirm that soldiers in the Hexi region wore mostly “soap” and “white” colored cloth-
ing. And there was also a clear record of the output of “miscellaneous goods” on the Southern Ocean route during the Western Han Dy-
nasty. The relevant phenomena can also explain the level of textile production in the Han Dynasty and the aesthetic consciousness of so-
ciety at that time. The discovery of various colors in woolen fabrics from the West can also enhance our understanding of the actual situ-
ation of the Silk Road trade.

Key words: Han Dynasty textiles; picking; picking silk; Hexi
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