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On the Ethical Design Principles of Driverless Cars

Du Yanyong

Abstract It is obvious that driverless cars will be more and more widely used with the rapid development of driverless technology

and the vigorous promotion of governments. However, domestic and foreign academic circles are still debating several ethical dilemmas

for driverless cars. This essay argues that the research goal of science and technology ethics is to provide ethical regulation and ethical

support for the development of science and technology, not to hinder the development and application of technology. In order to promote

the development of driverless technology, we need to consider ethical issues from the perspective of users. Traffic rules should become

the fundamental guiding principles for the ethical design of driverless cars, which can resolve most of the so—called ethical dilemmas

currently discussed in academic circles, thus effectively promoting the application of driverless cars and making them better benefit so-

ciety.

Key words : driverless cars; ethical design; ethical dilemma; traffic rules
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