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Discussion on the Mechanism of Neighborhood Generation in Modern Urban Communities :

From the Perspective of Reciprocity Theory
Chen Weidong Cheng Chen

Abstract ; Community governance in the new era is facing various radical changes and reconstructions during the social transforma-
tion period. The high—intensity social mobility and the trend of housing commercialization have weakened the strength of the communi-
ty, resulting in the dilemma of “stranger communities” and “disappearing neighbors”.“ Having neighbors without neighborhood” has
gradually become a prominent social problem in modern cities, and communities have gradually become places for people to eat and
sleep, while their spatial role as living habitats is becoming increasingly distant. Reconstructing neighborhood relationships in urban
communities is an eternal topic in academic circles. The theory of reciprocity emphasizes a creative social exchange relationship, which
provides a new analytical perspective for solving the community neighborhood construction dilemma. Through the interaction between
neighborhood reciprocity subjects and specific reciprocity environments, a reciprocal mechanism based on* giving—receiving—feedback”
can be constructed, and a three—dimensional interpretation logic of “value—system—role” can be formed. Guided by the value of “re-
ciprocal symbiosis” , neighborhood consensus can be condensed through value rationality, institutional rationality, tradition and emo-
tional mediation. Based on a coupling system, neighborhood interaction rules are constructed through the complementary embedding of
internal rules and external rules. With the interactive chain as the starting point, the neighborhood value is produced through three types
of actions: giving reciprocity, receiving reciprocity and balancing reciprocity.

Key words : neighborhood ; reciprocity theory; community governance
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