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National Ceremonies: Symbolic Dimension of Community Identity Construction
Zeng Nan

Abstract : National ceremonies are symbolic activities that involve the mobilization of groups by state power institutions, which are
procedural , repetitive, and normative. National ceremonies are a political symbolic system constructed with specific time and space,
distinct themes, and symbolic signs. They awaken collective memory, disseminate mainstream values, connect the signifier and the sig-
nified, and reproduce memory, ideas, and power to produce a community identity centered on the power compliance trust in the pres-
ence of the state, the internalization of mainstream values, and the common sharing of interests. The 15 times of National Day military
parades since the founding of the People’s Republic of China have presented the practical picture of national rituals constructing com-
munity identity. The current strategic path for optimizing the construction of community identity in national ceremonies is to reasonably
tap into spatio—temporal resources, effectively disseminate mainstream values, carefully design symbolic signs, and promote the stand-
ardization of national ritual supply, popularization of dissemination, and sustained effectiveness.

Key words : national ceremony; community identity; symbol
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