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A Multi—dimensional Investigation of the Proposition of

“the Spring and Autumn Annals was the Epitome of Rites and Righteousness”
Ding Ding

Abstract ;: Sima Qian put forward the famous proposition of “the Spring and Autumn Annals was the epitome of rites and righteous-
ness” in the Preface of the Taishigong. This proposition deeply and pertinently revealed that Confucius’ guiding ideology and the ideo-
logical connotation of the Spring and Autumn Classics were based on rites as the standard of value. Huang Kan, a Liang man in the
Southern Dynasty, emphasized the dominance of rites in the six classics and said; “Although the six classics have different teachings,
they are always based on rites.” This exposition of Huang Kan was similar to Sima Qian’ s proposition that Spring and Autumn Annals
was “the epitome of rites and righteousness” , and it was very clear and pertinent to clarify that the dominant thought of the Spring and
Autumn Annals was rites. Throughout the history of many scholars’ discussions on the Spring and Autumn Annals, it can be seen that
many scholars in the ancient and modern times agreed that the guiding ideology or value standard of the Spring and Autumn Annals was
rites. In fact, the “Spring and Autumn adjudication of lawsuits” of the Han Dynasty can be regarded as the judicial practice carried out
by the academic and political circles in accordance with the spirit of the Spring and Autumn Annals. The events contained in the Spring
and Autumn Annals were classified and arranged according to the five rites illustrated by Zhang Daheng of the Song Dynasty in his The
Five Rites of Spring and Autumn and the Examples of Zong and Wu Cheng of the Yuan Dynasty in his The Commentary of the Spring and
Autumn Annals. The Commentary of the Spring and Autumn Annals by Mao Qiling in the Qing Dynasty put the events of the Spring and
Autumn Annals into 22 catergories and held that 22 of the Spring and Autumn Annals were all about ceremonies and rites. All these have

reflected from a certain dimension that the guiding ideology of the Spring and Autumn Annals is “rites and righteousness” .

Key words : Confucius ; the Spring and Autumn Annals; Tai Shi Gong; Sima Qian; the epitome of rites and righteousness

AR S F

112



