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The Definition of Net Literature and the Origin of Chinese Net Literature
Wang Xiaoying Tian Xuejun

Abstract: The definition and origin of net literature are related issues, and the discussions on the origin of net literature must re-
turn to how to define it. Net literature is a new media literature, and cyberspace plays an irreplaceable role in its production and com-
munication. The term “net literature” belongs to Chinese discourse and Chinese expression, and the “China” here should be under-
stood as a cultural community based on the Chinese language. The origin of net literature is worth exploring because of the cultural fact
that it flourishes worldwide. The coordinates of the origin should point to the cyberspace that has a shaping effect on it, and the con-
struction of the original narrative is not only about the identity of the subject in the net literature field, but also helps to guide creative
writing and realize the better development. From the perspective of genesis, the conditions for the emergence of Chinese net literature
were created by overseas Chinese at the end of the 20th century when they achieved technological breakthroughs, built cyberspaces, es-
tablished creative bases and carried out literary practices, and then the local Chinese net literature spaces emerged in many places and
formed today’ s impressive situation.

Key words: net literature ; the origin of net literature; cyberspace; genesis; Chinese discourse
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