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Governing with Virtue. The Core Meaning of Chinese Political Ethics
Jin Fenglin Zhang Yugqi

Abstract ; “ Governing by virtue” is the wisdom crystallization of the excellent traditional Chinese culture. It integrates the essence
of Confucianism, Legalism, Taoism and Buddhism, and contains the people—oriented value orientation, the political pursuit of moral
cultivation, the governing principles of valuing harmony and the Mean and other rich connotations. In the interaction of different cultural
trends of thought throughout the ages, the political ethical system of “governing by virtue” of the Chinese nation has finally been
formed. Over the past 100 years or more, in the course of our revolution, construction, and reform and opening up, Chinese Commu-
nists have made great efforts to grasp this important political wisdom of Chinese sages. In particular, since entering the new era of re-
form and opening up, they, by vigorously promoting the construction of political virtues of “understanding grand morality, upholding
public morality, and strictly practicing private morality” , are endeavoring to integrate it with the modernization of China’ s national gov-
ernance system and governance capacity and make it full of vitality in keeping with the times.

Key words: govern with virtue; political ethics; national governance system
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