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Study on Imperial Examination and Literature in the Northern Song Dynasty
Li Changshu

Abstract: The cultural prosperity of the Northern Song Dynasty was closely related to the imperial examination. The scholars from

the imperial examination were knowledgeable, and “culture” was the basic tool for them to enter the official career, which resulted in

the prosperity of literature and art.The main content of the imperial examination was Confucianism, so the scholars had a strong passion

to help the world, and literature and art showed a strong moral color.The same identity made the intellectuals show consistency in edu-

cation, common sense, judgment and taste, and they created far—reaching aesthetic paradigms in many aspects by virtue of their strong

literary and artistic talent. Reform was the political theme of the Northern Song Dynasty after Qingli. In order to carry out the political

reform and strengthen the power of the rulers, imperial examination turned to autocracy, which led to the wither of literature and art in

the Northern Song Dynasty.

Key words:the Northern Song Dynasty; imperial examination; the literati; literature and art
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