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On the Energy Economic Development in Song Dynasty
Chai Guosheng

Abstract ; Traditional energy economy originated from the Pre—Qin Period, developed with the emergence and development of com-
modity economy, exhibited complete format and distinct feature in Song Dynasty, and formed the fundamental position equal to agricul-
ture, animal husbandry and fishery. There was abundant supply of energy commodities in Song Dynasty, and prices fluctuated with the
law of value. Energy industry professionally developed, manufacturing and selling became more professional and detailed, and service
industry emerged and quickly developed, which formed a complete industrial chain of producing, selling, processing and offering serv-
ices, and became a basic business type of socio—economic composition. The formation of energy monopoly market and regional distribu-
tion business center composed the national energy market system with commodity market all over towns and villages. Transaction forms
made domestic fuel requirements daily including prosperity and development of energy trade, state monopoly, privileged management,
businessman professional operation, people’s sideline operation and so on, facilitated the obtainment of official and civilian energy,
ensured energy supply and demand, and promoted conversion to small town businessmen from farmers and detailed social division of la-
bor. Energy trade became important ways of obtaining production and living funds, and energy economy became important financial re-
sources of government revenue.

Key words: Song Dynasty; energy; coal; fuel charcoal
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