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Formal System and Village Rules in Modernization of Rural Governance
An Institutional Analysis
Feng Qiying
Abstract ; Institutional construction is one of the core issues of rural governance modernization. The formal system with laws and
regulations as the core and the informal system with township rules and regulations as the core have the consistency at the level of value
consensus. The coupling quality of the two is positively related to the modernization level of rural governance system and governance ca-
pacity. In the process of rural governance modernization system construction, there is a complex relationship between formal system and
informal system of “back—feeding and reverse—feeding” , which is both competitive and complementary to each other, showing the re-
markable characteristics of multi—dimensional interactive game. On the basis of establishing the underlying logic of rural governance
system construction with the rule of law thinking, promoting the “spiral” integration of formal and informal institutions based on the in-
teractive perspective is not only conducive to promoting the modernization of rural governance system and governance capacity, but also
conducive to solving the local problems faced by the modernization of rural governance. Therefore, the modernization of rural governance
in the new era needs to follow the concept of “taking the people as the center” , scientifically construct the institutional structure of for-
mal and informal institutions, not only rationally stimulate the function of moral governance of informal institutions to promote good gov-
ernance, but also consolidate the concept of “power under the law” , so as to form a modern rural governance system oriented to the
new rural society.
Key words : modernization of rural governance; a formal system; village rules and regulations; “spiral” integration

WA

81



