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An Analysis of Musical Instruments Unearthed from the Tombs of Feudal Lord Kings

in Western Han Dynasty From the Angle of Archaeology
Chen Yan Wang Fang

Abstract : In the Han Dynasty, when the country was strong and stable ,the economy was prosperous, the life of high—class nobles
such as the Feudal Lord Kings was extravagant. Simultaneously, in Han Dynasty, the life and death view of “treating death as living”
was advocated and the mortuary objects of the lords were exiremely extravagant. After experiencing the prosperity of multiculture during
the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period, the Han Dynasty inherited the system of the Qin Dynasty and was also in-
fluenced by the rites of the Zhou Dynasty, and the revolution of the integrated political and economic system provided a new opportunity
for the development of etiquette and music. In terms of music, the music of the chimes and stone was still a status symbol for royalty
and nobility, and was used in temples. However, the music of chimes and stone and the sacrificial rituals all showed signs of decline,
while the bamboo music of Se and Sheng showed new characteristics on the basis of inheriting the previous generations. Different from
the music culture of “valuing the elegant and contempting the folk” in the pre—Qin period, the Western Han Dynasty presented a com-
mon development of both elegant music and folk music. The stability and prosperity of politics and economy provided the precondition
for the Western Han dynasty to absorb the minority music. The diversified music culture was the major feature of that time.
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