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On Zhu Xi, Lu Xiangshan and Wang Yangming’s Views on the Order of Doing Efforts
Fu Xihong

Abstract:On the long journey to maintain kindness and remove evils, to become a sage and a saint, generations of Confucian
scholars have noted the distinction between different stages and levels of efforts, thus dividing the process of doing efforts into different
orders. Because of the different attitudes towards the original mind, the representative Confucians of the Song and Ming Dynasties, such
as Zhu Xi, Lu Xiangshan and Wang Yangming, took different views on the order of efforts. For Zhu Xi, doing efforts does not depend
on the original mind. Rather, it is mainly based on the eight entries of efforts in Da Xue ( The Great Learning) under the guidance of
the effort of Having Respect (Ju Jing). For Lu, doing efforts is basically based on the original mind. And although there is a distinction
between enlightenment and non—enlightenment, for him, there is no clear distinction in terms of order among the whole process, and
natural inaction is present throughout doing efforts. As for Wang Yangming, he divided doing efforts into two levels: be strenuous and
effortless. Although the former level relies on the mind, it is still mainly dependent on the acquired intention and the refined examina-
tion and control of the mind for the sake of maintaining good and the removal of evil. The latter level is mainly based on the nature of
one’ s own mind to do good and remove evil.

Key words: the order of doing efforts; the original mind; eight entries of efforts; one—level effort; two—level efforts
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