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Practical Wisdom and the Fate of Ethics
—Research Based on the Evolution of Practical Wisdom
Li Ping

Abstract ; There are numerous researches on practical wisdom in the academic field, but the relationship between practical wisdom

and the fate of ethics needs to be further explored. Based on the evolution of the western mainstream concepts of practical wisdom, it

can be found that “the appearance of practical wisdom” has become an important symbol of ethics breakthrough, which has shaken the

traditional ontology of the supremacy of wisdom and reshaped the subject and mission of ethics. After the influence of Christianity in the

Middle Ages and the introduction of Enlightenment practice in the modern Renaissance, practical wisdom was revived again by philoso-

phers such as Heidegger, Gadamer and Maclntyre. This evolution of practical wisdom reflects the diversification of ethical theories.

Then, in the face of the impact of cognitive science and social psychology, the traditional ethical theory focusing on practical wisdom

and having the longest history, namely virtue ethics, has encountered major challenges. In this regard, whether virtue molecularism,

which insists on laying the foundation of ethics on practical wisdom, can change the fate of ethics remains to be considered.

Key words: practical wisdom; situationism; anti—rationalism; automation
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