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Algorithms Embedded Communication: Power Transfer and Risk Regulation

in Platform Media

Yu Hong Yu Menglong

Abstract: The combination of digital technology and information industry is reshaping the media ecosystem. The platform media
and its algorithms are gradually playing an important role in the distribution of information sources and channels, essentially undertaking
the gate—keeping and agenda setting functions previously controlled by media editors, and mastering the key powers in the communica-
tion system. Algorithms embed communication at the level of content production, channel distribution, relationship construction, and
value shaping, so that the power of traditional media content production and control of information is transferred to platform media. The
power transfer of the media ecosystem brought about by the embedded dissemination of algorithms contains the risk of private rights ero-
sion of public rights, the risk of value bias, the risk of platform centrism as a tool of power, the risk of technical bias of algorithms as
the main body of power, the risk of hidden defects in technology and the risk of alienation of automated learning. In the face of these
potential risks, the feasible governance idea is to evaluate the role, function and social impact of algorithms in the communication sys-
tem, and establish a corresponding normative supervision system and responsibility system from the perspective of pluralistic co-govern-
ance, so as to provide more public value for the media industry and social development.

Key words : platform media; communication power; algorithmic risks; platform governance
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