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Democracy and Centralism:; Evolution and Development of Cognition and

Correction of Deviation in Operation

Xu Yaotong

Liu Jiajia

Abstract: How to understand and deal with the relationship between democracy and centralism in democratic centralism is not only

a practical problem, but also a major topic of theoretical research. Focusing on the organizational principles of the Marxist party and the

ideological process of system construction, and combining with the actual operation process of democratic centralism, we can clearly un-

derstand and grasp the evolution and development of the relationship between democracy and centralism and the crux of deviations in its

operation. Marx and Engels put both democracy and centralism into the category of democracy; the democratic centralism established by

Lenin clearly standardized the relationship between democracy and centralism; the combination of centralism based on democracy and

democracy under the guidance of centralism proposed by the Communist Party of China is the most scientific explanation of the relation-

ship between democracy and centralism; the problems in the practice of democratic centralism are all related to the deviation from the

relationship between democracy and centralism and should be corrected.

Key words : democratic centralism; democracy; centralism; relational elucidation
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