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The Theoretical Justification and Improvement Path of Policy Environmental

Impact Assessment
Zhang Jun

Abstract : In China’s environmental impact assessment system, policy EIA, as a top—level and front—end EIA system, internalizes

Li Yongning

environmental value into the administrative decision—making system, which has certain guiding significance for planning EIA and pro-
ject EIA. However, the effect of local practice of policy EIA is not ideal at present, which is mainly attributed to the generality of laws
and regulations and the lack of technical methods. Policy EIA should be further improved from four aspects: subject, object, content
and method. It is necessary to extend the responsibility subject of policy EIA to the grass—roots administrative departments. The form of
evaluation object must be accurately defined. The evaluation content should further revise the category of cumulative impact from the
time dimension and space dimension, and establish a follow—up evaluation mechanism. The evaluation method should adopt a combina-
tion of quantitative and qualitative methods to estimate environmental impact, environmental benefits and comparison of alternative
terms, appropriately introduce public participation, and establish a decision—making mechanism that takes into account economic de-
velopment and environmental protection.

Key words: Policy EIA; environmental risks; source prevention and control; cumulative impact; cost—effectiveness
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