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Text Differences and Ideological Divergences
— A Study on the Repeated Texts Between Han Fei Zi and Kong Zi Jia Yu
Yang Ling

Abstract: There are five groups of cross—reference texts between Han Fei Zi and Kong Zi Jia Yu, three of which have significant
difference and low similarity. This significant difference coincides with the ideological divergences of the two books: there are no words
with obvious Confucian color in Han Fei Zi, and there is no diction with obvious legalism in Kong Zi Jia Yu. The other two groups of
cross—reference texts have little difference and high similarity, and their ideas are shared by Confucianism and Legalism. The reason
why Han Fei Zi and Kong Zi Jia Yu had the cross—reference texts is that they had used the same source documents. These documents
were collected and sorted out by Xun Zi, the teacher of Han Fei. Afterwards, these documents spread to the Han Dynasty, becoming
the common materials of classics such as Han Fei Zi, Kong Zi Jia Yu and Shuo Yuan. Parts of the fables in Han Fei Zi were made by
adapting historical stories. The method of its adaptation was to delete the contents in the historical documents that were inconsistent with
the legalists’ thoughts, to increase the details that conformed to the legalists’ thoughts, and intentionally to enhance its narrativity. In
the process of adaptation, Han Fei intended to explain the differences between his fables and the original appearance of historical docu-
ments through some details.

Key words: Han Fei Zi; Kong Zi Jia Yu; cross—reference texts; fables
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