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Walking in the Clouds or Dropping Out: the Transformation of Social Media

and Literature and Art Criticism
Hu Jiangfeng Liu Jia
Abstract : Social media represented by WeChat, Weibo, Bilibili, Douyin, Douban, and Baidu baike have influenced the produc-
tion and consumption of contemporary literature and art, and also contributed to the transformation of contemporary literature and art
criticism. A new standard, the authority of netizens, has emerged in the literary and art criticism system. Social media has given birth
to new commentary methods and styles, and expanded the public space of literary criticism. What social media brings to literary and art
criticism not only empowerment, but also depriving or hindering. When anti—connection occurs in social media, the "lock—in" aimed
at gaining attention, traffic or commercial interests, the "isolation" that no longer has the spirit of Internet openness and the " dropping

"

out" that cannot be chosen, will find the trend of " spectacularisation" and " circle specialization" of literary and art criticism appear,
which is hijacked by traffic and algorithms and is increasingly performative and exaggerated of expression. It is difficult to achieve the
effective dialogue; The comfort zone, stratosphere and excessive connection in the circle make the critics have a stronger sense of iden-
tity and exclusivity, and the excessive reliance on the circle also accelerates the formation of aesthetic solidification. The spectacularisa-

tion and circle specialization of literature and art criticism may make itself lose vitality, creativity and action.

Key words:social media; literary and art criticism; empowerment; spectacularisation; circle specialization; anti—connection

147



