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The Development of Environmental Ethics Studies in Europe .

Retrospects and Prospects
Yang Tongjin

Abstract ; The study of environmental ethics has a long history in Europe. The animal protection ethics of England in the 19th cen-
tury ignited the modern animal liberation/rights theories. Albert Schweizer, who advocated the ethics of awing life in the 1920s, is one
of the founders of contemporary environmental ethics. The Norwegian scholars who focused on eco—philosophy studies in the 1960s are
the direct promoter of contemporary environmental ethics studies in Europe. UK played the leading role in the 1980s. Environmental
ethics studies in other European countries began to loom large in the 1990s with the promotion and leading of Norwegian and English
environmental ethics scholars. Since the 1990s, with the joint efforts of the European scholars of the environmental ethics studies, the
environmental ethics studies in Europe has come to a period of prosperity, and has contributed to a series of theories and ideas with u-
nique characteristics. Animal justice and climate justice have been the hottest topics in the past decade and will be the important trends
of European environmental ethics studies in the future.

Key words: European environmental ethics; Norwegian ecological philosophy; animal justice; climate justice
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