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The Triple Features of Cooperatives: Setting, Embedding and Strategy
Xu Xuchu

Abstract: China's cooperatives generally deviate from the development of classical cooperative principles and show different fea-

tures and practical logic, which has triggered a continuous debate in the academic circles. In fact, Chinese farmers’ cooperatives pres-

ent three features: abstract cooperatives, systematic cooperatives and specific cooperatives. The mechanism behind these three features

is the setting of China’s cooperatives in development ideas, principles and ideal types, the embeddedness in market system, social

structure and administrative system, as well as the strategy under the scenarios of industrial attribute, market situation, main structure,

leader characteristics, cultural tradition and organizational design. Therefore, studying the development of farmers’ cooperatives in Chi-

na, we should not draw a one—sided conclusion from a certain aspect, but go out of the imagination of " authenticity" of cooperatives

from the perspective of organization, and objectively look at the practical practice, unique status and key role of farmers’ cooperatives.

Key words; farmers’ cooperatives; practical logic; triple features; "authenticity" imagination

36



