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From Common Morality to Professional Ethics:

the Changing of Theoretical Approach of Bioethics
Chen Hua Ma Yonghui

Abstract ; What is the foundation of bioethics? This is a meta issue that bioethicists are committed to answering. Tom Beauchamp,
the representative of classical bioethics, takes " common morality" as their approach, and relies on " positivism, normalization, concep-
tualization and methodology" to prove its rationality. However, the common morality approach encounters some criticism, such as the
dilemma of theoretical authority, and the incompatibility with clinical practices. Rosamond Rhodes proposes " professional ethics" to re-
place common morality as the moral approach of " bioethics" , Although Beauchamp has responded to Rhodes’ opinions, he has mostly
focused on clarifying concepts rather than evaluating the professional ethics approach. Common morality follows the demonstration path
of "discovering certainty" in the tradition of western philosophy, but it has the defect of neglecting the social commitment of medical
profession. As a constructive model, professional ethics can highlight its professional autonomy, but its practice access has incurred the
vulnerability of theory. Therefore, bioethics needs to integrate the two accesses, with common morality as the basic formal condition and
professional ethics as the constructive material condition.

Key words: common morality ; professional ethics ;bioethics; theoretical approach
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