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The Limitations and Way out of Village—level Governance Under the
Background of Rural Social Changes

Liu Xuejiao

Abstract : Under the background of the rapid population flow, the original social forms, relationship network and values of village
have changed. The rural society presents the characteristics of diversified interests, complex governance affairs and frequent conflicts
and disputes, which have brought great challenges to village—level governance. However, the original rural governance system has diffi-
culty in responding to social changes, and shows a variety of maladjustment and governance limitations: the strengthening of township
control has squeezed the autonomy space of village—level governance, the hierarchical organization system has weakened the flexibility
of village—level governance, and the sinking administrative affairs have led to the insufficient response of village—level governance. Only
by adhering to the guidance of grass—roots Party organizations, adjusting the village—level governance system, strengthening the selec-
tion and training of village cadres, and guiding the villagers to effectively participate in governance, can the village—level governance
capacity be effectively improved.

Key words: village—level governance; governance capacity; challenges; limitations
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