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Yao Nai’s ""Shu’'an Wenchao Xu'' and the Discussions Concerning the Issue

of "Verification and Rhetoric' During the Qian-Jia Period
Zhu Xilin

Abstract: Yao Nai, was a famous scholar during the Qian—Jia period and one of the three ancestors of the Tongcheng School, "

Shu'an Wenchao Xu" , was an important text for Yao Nai to expound the theory of " integration of principle, verification, and rhetoric" .

Due to the lack of primary sources, there had always been a major disagreement among scholars as to when this text was written.

Through the textual research of the new—found letters from Yao Nai to Wang Chang and the reexamination of related documents, it's

safe to say that this text was written between May and August 8 of the 3th year of Jiaging Reign. Furthermore, from Yao and Wang's

different attitudes towards the " integration" theory, we can perceive the different interests and different paths concerning the issue of "

verification and rhetoric" during the Qian—Jia period.
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