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On the Ru-Ying Wizards

Yan Wenchun

Abstract; The Ru—Ying wizards( VR A7+ ) with the core attribute of " talents and strategies" were very active and gained their

fame from the late Han to Wei (&%), when they were regional cultural symbols. The political, economic and cultural domains of

Runan and Yingchuan changed greatly during Southern and Northern Dynasties, therefore, the distinctions of "the Ru—Ying wizards"

in later texts can be made specifically based on the modes of classification. The first demonstration was that they were just the later gen-

eration’s remembrance, with no direct connection with the social situation of the time and the place. The second was that they were far

—fetched, that is, the Ru—~Ying wizards in later generations were very different from those in Han and Wei Dynasties, mainly reflected

in the aspects such as the dis—location of time and space, wizards without specialty, and Wen and Wu taking different routes. The

transmutation of the Ru—Ying wizards in different times should be studies at least from the two perspectives: the changing of local socie-

ty and historical memory.

Key Words: Ru-Ying Wizards; local society; historical memory
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